
Chapter by Chapter Resources

• Reading Comprehension
• Writing

• Drama/Dance
• History

• Geography
• Computing/Coding

• Science
• Art/DT
• Music

• Philosophy For Children



Chapter

Keep Calm and Carry On

Make Do And Mend

Mothers: Send Them 
Out Of London

Comprehension 
Questions

•  Why do you think Emma 
chooses to describe the  
bombs falling as ‘like pennies 
from a jar’? What type of 
description is this?

•  Using your prior knowledge 
of the war, why did no one 
throw food away at this time?

•  Mimic what you think 
is Olive’s usual facial 
expression.

•  What is the name of the 
cinema?

•  What do you think Olive’s dad 
meant when he said ‘look for 
the light?

•  The film stopped ‘abruptly’. 
What does this mean?

•  What phrase shows Olive is 
acting brave for Cliff.

•  What stopped Olive from 
reaching Sukie?

•  What impression do you 
get of Olive so far? What 
impression do you get of 
Sukie?

•  Predict what might happen 
next.

•  Why does the nurse refer to 
Olive as ‘the lucky one’?

•  Why does the nurse start to 
feel bad for Olive?

•  What impression does page 
18 give you of Sukie?

•  Find a synonym for ‘worry’ 
on page 19.

•  What things usually happen 
after a big air raid?

•  Why does Olive ask if Sukie 
has a boyfriend?

•  What does Olive mean when 
she refers to her ‘darker 
moments’?

•  How does Cliff react to 
Sukie potentially having a 
boyfriend? Why?

•  Why didn’t people go on 
holiday at this point in the 
story?

•  Who is Jerry?

•  What does Gloria mean when 
she taps her nose?

•  Why was Olive slightly excited 
to be leaving?

Writing 
Opportunities

•  Imagine you own the cinema. 
Write a guide for evacuating 
the cinema, in the event of an 
air raid.

•  Watch this clip from the 
movie ‘Hook’. https://
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=uPCzjHPS--U

Imagine you are living during 
WW2 and having to eat the 
same awful food every night. 
Write a short story about 
sitting at the table and being 
served the bad food, but then 
imagining it was an utter 
feast. Make sure to use lots of 
descriptive devices.

•  Write a missing person’s 
report for Sukie.

•  Write the story of Olive 
thinking her mum was dead, 
and then her mother turning 
up, but from the perspective 
of another patient in the 
hospital.

•  Write a script between a 
mother or father (or both) 
and their children, where 
they tell them they have to 
evacuate. Make sure the 
parents explain fully, are 
sensitive, and answer all 
the children’s questions 
sensitively.

•  It is the night before Olive 
and Cliff leave. Write a 
short diary entry from the 
perspective of Olive, Cliff and 
their mother, conveying the 
different emotions they would 
be feeling.

Cross Curricular 
Opportunities

•  Read from ‘then a whump’ 
on page ten until the end 
of the chapter. Use musical 
instruments to soundtrack 
the atmosphere and tension 
in this extract.

•  P4C question: Would you 
rather – know your family 
member had died in the 
war, or never find out, but 
always have hope that they 
might be alive?

•  Use a map of England 
and find a several suitable 
places to evacuate children 
to during the war. Calculate 
the cost and time it would 
take to send two children to 
these places by using train 
websites.



Chapter

The Round-Up

Caring For Evacuees Is A 
National Service

Do Your Duty

Comprehension 
Questions

•  Why is this chapter called 
‘The Round-Up?’

•  What does it mean to ‘keep 
someone’s spirits up’?

•  List all the reasons Olive is 
excited to stay with Queenie.

•  What will Olive’s new teacher 
be called?

•  What phrase on page 37 
shows us that Olive might 
not feel fully confident about 
taking care of Cliff?

•  What impression do you get 
of Esther Jenkins?

•  How does Emma Carroll 
show you that the train 
journey took a long time?

•  How did Olive react when she 
saw the lighthouse?

•  Why might they turn the 
lighthouse off?

•  Why were the villagers argu-
ing over who would get the 
strongest boys?

•  What impression do you 
get of Queenie, despite not 
meeting her?

•  Why did Queenie have 
blackout curtains on her 
cellar?

•  Why does Queenie greet the 
children the way she does?

•  How does Olive feel about it?

•  Find a synonym for ‘lazy 
people’ on page 58.

•  Why didn’t Cliff want to go 
into the attic?

•  Why does Olive lie to her 
mum in the postcard? 

•  What impression do you get 
of Queenie, now that you have 
met her?

Writing 
Opportunities

•  Rewrite the Beano incident 
from the perspective of Esther 
Jenkins.

•  Rewrite the Beano incident 
from the perspective of Cliff.

•  Write the ghost story ‘The 
Hairy Hands’.

•  Write a person specification 
for an evacuee to help out on 
a farm. Think carefully about 
the skills they would need and 
why they would need them.

•  Rewrite the postcard – but 
write it honestly.

•  Rewrite this part of the story 
from Queenie’s perspective.

Cross Curricular 
Opportunities

•  Use drama to recreate the 
Beano incident. 

•  Imagine you were getting 
an evacuee coming to 
stay with you. Design and 
create a menu for a meal or 
feast that you would give 
them on their first night, 
that would show them 
your personality, likes and 
culture.

•  Thinking about what you 
know about Budmouth 
Point, design the postcard 
that Olive might have sent 
home.



Chapter

Lend A Hand On The Land

Loose Lips Sink Ships

Attack On All Fronts

Comprehension 
Questions

•  What does Queenie mean by 
‘breakfast is for time wasters’?

•  Do you think Olive really 
means it when she says that 
she thinks Queenie sides with 
the enemy?

•  How long does it take Olive 
and Cliff to eat the bun?

•  Why shouldn’t you go past 
the last groyne?

•  What does Olive mean when 
she refers to the note as being 
‘tatty’.

•  Why might Esther be upset?

•  Predict what happens next.

•  How was the situation 
different from when Olive 
and Cliff were in London?

•  Find and copy a phrase that 
shows Cliff is really enjoying 
the Luftwaffe flying over.

•  Why do some people think 
the lighthouse is a danger?

•  How did Queenie react to 
the planes? Did you expect 
this reaction? Explain your 
answer.

•  Why might Cliff be more 
excited than Olive?

•  How do you think Olive felt 
when she found out Esther 
Jenkins was coming to stay?

•  How does Olive try to bargain 
with Esther?

•  What does ‘it was all fists and 
feet’ mean?

•  Do you think it was fair that 
Queenie decided Olive and 
Cliff had to leave?

•  What emotions do you think 
Olive is feeling about leaving?

Writing 
Opportunities

•  Put yourself in Cliff ’s shoes 
and describe the moment you 
took the lid off the buns and 
then was finally allowed to 
have one.

•  Write a continuation of the 
chapter, but where it turns 
out that actually it was just 
another noise, that Olive and 
Mrs Drummond had mistak-
en for planes, and afterwards 
they fall about laughing.

•  Write the first half of the 
chapter again, but from the 
perspective of one of the 
Luftwaffe pilots.

•  Write an apology note from 
Ephraim, sensitively explain-
ing why you can not care for 
Esther Jenkins.

•  Write a diary entry for these 
events from the perspective 
of Olive.

•  Write a diary entry for these 
events from the perspective of 
Esther.

•  Write a diary entry of these 
events from the perspective of 
Queenie.

•  Write a diary entry of these 
events from the perspective 
of Cliff.

Cross Curricular 
Opportunities

•  Draw the map of Olive’s 
route, using the text.

•  Look at the lighthouse on 
the cover. Imagine some 
ways you could camouflage 
the lighthouse to stop the 
Luftwaffe seeing it. Design 
these camouflaged ideas 
and annotate them.

•  Make a fact file about what 
Kindertransport was.



Chapter

Careless Talk Costs Lives

Walls Have Ears

Freedom Is In Peril

Comprehension 
Questions

•  What emotions were Cliff and 
Olive feeling when they first 
arrived at the lighthouse?

•  What sort of convinced 
Ephraim that Olive and Cliff 
might be ok?

•  What makes it difficult for 
Cliff to get into the light-
house?

•  Why is it important for them 
to get into the lighthouse 
quickly?

•  What is involved in being a 
lighthouse keeper?

•  Why does Ephraim’s face 
‘darken’?

•  Why do you think Ephraim 
wouldn’t take Esther?

•  What was special about the 
pigeon?

•  Why don’t they dare wash up 
the dishes?

•  What is peculiar about the 
way Ephraim is knitting?

•  Describe the differences 
between how Olive feels 
arriving at the school, and 
how Cliff feels.

•  Why do the children hang gas 
masks on their pegs?

•  What impression do you get 
of Mr Barrowman?

•  Why didn’t Olive want to be 
classroom ink monitor?

•  Why might Miss Carter have 
taken off her glasses?

•  How did the ink get all over 
Esther?

•  Why is no one convinced the 
lighthouse won’t be destroyed 
by Germans?

•  What does Jim mean when 
he says ‘good luck – you’ll 
need it?’

Writing 
Opportunities

•  Based on what you’ve read, 
write a job description for a 
lighthouse keeper.

•  Write a poem, from the 
perspective of the lighthouse, 
about the tide coming in.

•  Write a dream sequence 
where Olive sneaks up into 
Ephraim’s control room, only 
to find he has been knitting 
something she really didn’t 
expect to find…

•  Scribe the phone conversation 
between the coastguard and 
the Ministry of Defence, 
in which they decide to 
eradicate the lighthouse.

•  Write a persuasive letter to 
the Ministry of Defence, 
attempting to convince 
them not to eradicate the 
lighthouse.

Cross Curricular 
Opportunities

•  Using the description 
provided, sketch the interior 
of the lighthouse.

•  Come up with your own 
secret code. Send your 
friend a message, in your 
code, about who you think 
Ephraim is knitting socks 
for.

•  Research and make a fact 
file about riptides and 
quicksands. You could even 
create a poster warning 
about the dangers of these.



Chapter

When In Doubt, Lights Out

Keep It Under Your Hat

Turning The Tide

Comprehension 
Questions

•  Why do you think Ephraim 
waited until later to show his 
anger?

•  True or false: As the story 
goes on, Olive is empathising 
with Esther more?

•  Why couldn’t Olive read any 
more?

•  How does Olive know that 
all the food wasn’t bought for 
her and Cliff?

•  Predict who might have 
arrived.

•  Why did Olive tidy her hair 
and smooth her coat before 
speaking to the people 
outside?

•  What had Mr Spratt actually 
meant by removing the 
lighthouse? Why would this 
plan help?

•  What does Mr Spratt want to 
check? Why?

•  Why doesn’t Ephraim answer 
Olive?

•  What revelation is made at the 
end of the chapter? How do 
you think Olive feels about it?

•  Why might Esther being 
polite to the customers?

•  Find some phrases that show 
Queenie has been too busy to 
tidy up.

•  Why did everyone convince 
Ephraim and Sukie to write to 
each other?

•  Why did Olive get a lump in 
her throat when looking at the 
lighthouse?

•  Why is Cliff crying?

•  What range of emotions do 
you think Olive and Cliff are 
feeling when Olive and Pixie 
are stuck in the quicksand?

Writing 
Opportunities

•  Trying to use the style of 
Emma Carroll, write the 
scene where Mr Spratt tells 
Ephraim that the lighthouse 
will be removed.

•  Write a newspaper report, 
breaking the news that the 
lighthouse is to be removed.

• In the style of Ephraim’s log, 
make a logbook for your day 
yesterday.

• Write instructions for the 
painting of the lighthouse.

•  Retell the quicksand scene 
from Cliff ’s perspective.

•  Write a continuation of the 
chapter, where Cliff and Olive 
open the suitcase.

Cross Curricular 
Opportunities

•  Research the history of 
lighthouses. Come up with 
a creative way to present 
your research.

•  Take a piece of paper and 
fold it in half. Unfold it 
again. Sketch and shade/
colour the lighthouse on 
either side. They should 
be identical, apart from 
that one should be pre-
camouflaged, and one 
should be painted silver. 
The weather in the sky 
could be edited to represent 
the mood of the lighthouse 
on either side. Make notes 
about how you have created 
a contrast.

•  Re-enact the quicksand 
scene, using dance. You 
might also use some music 
to soundtrack your perfor-
mance. Think about how 
you can make it dramatic.



Chapter

Hitler Will Send No Warning

X Marks The Spot

Together

Comprehension 
Questions

•  Why is the suitcase so heavy?

•  What do the contents of the 
suitcase tell Olive about the 
person who packed it?

•  Ephraim leaves a note saying 
Olive can make her own 
lunch. What does this tell you 
about their relationship now?

•  How does Olive feel about the 
crash? How do her feelings 
vary from some of the other 
villagers’ feelings?

•  What impressions do you get 
of Olive in this chapter?

•  Why does Olive faint? 

•  How does Queenie get Mrs 
Wilcox to move?

•  Why was Olive concerned 
about the lighthouse now 
being fully grey?

•  Why does Olive lie on the 
postcard?

•  Who was Ephraim’s contact 
in London?

•  Ephraim doesn’t know Sukie 
has gone missing – what as-
sumption does he make about 
why she hasn’t written to him 
in a few weeks?

•  Why does Olive really hope 
Sukie isn’t involved, at this 
point?

•  Why was the lighthouse 
swaying?

•  What does Olive compare the 
storm to?

•  When is day 19?

•  Why might Queenie and 
Ephraim not have heard the 
initial knocking?

•  Olive tells Esther what’s hap-
pening almost instantly. What 
does this tell you about the 
relationship between the two 
girls at this point in the story?

•  Why is Olive screaming at 
Esther to stop?

•  Why do you think the man 
with the violin was sobbing?

•  Why was the woman with the 
white bundle screaming?

•  What secret has Queenie 
been keeping from Esther the 
whole time?

Writing 
Opportunities

•  Write a balanced argument 
about whether the villagers 
should help the pilot

•  Write a radio news broadcast 
script about the plane crash.

•  Write the postcard to mum, 
but using actual events and 
feelings from the past few 
chapters.

•  Write a letter from Ephraim 
to Sukie, asking why she’s not 
written to him.

•  Write the moment where 
Esther is reunited with 
her father, from Esther’s 
perspective.

•  Write a poem about Cliff and 
Olive rescuing the boat from 
the sea.

Cross Curricular 
Opportunities

•  P4C – would you help the 
pilot?

•  Using every day materi-
als, create a paper plane. 
See if you can make your 
plane travel further than a 
classmate’s. When you have 
attempted it once, go back 
and edit your plane. What 
sort of things make your 
plane fly faster? What about 
further? How did you make 
it a fair test?

•  Learn how to tie an arm 
sling and an elevation sling, 
like you might have needed 
to for the injured pilot.

•  Create a dance/drama 
recital of Olive and Cliff 
rescuing the boat, then Es-
ther being reunited with her 
father. However, do not use 
any sound whatsoever.



Chapter

It’s A Full-Time Job To Win

Coughs And Sneezes Spread 
Diseases

Comprehension 
Questions

•  Why does everyone turn their 
torches off? Why do they need 
to move quickly and quietly?

•  Why do you think Ephraim 
snaps at Olive?

•  Why do you think the atmo-
sphere is so good in Queenie’s 
kitchen?

•  What happened to the con-
tact?

•  Why had Ephraim knitted so 
many socks?

•  Why does Judith say her 
suitcase was washed up on the 
beach?

•  Where are the majority of the 
refugees from? 
What do you think ‘Jude’ 
might mean?

•  What happened to Esther’s 
mother?

•  Why do you think Miss Car-
ter might have run off?

•  How does Cliff feel when he 
finds out Sukie hasn’t arrived?

•  Why does Pixie hide under 
the bed?

•  What impression do you get 
of Dr Morrison?

•  What is Olive’s reaction to 
Ephraim’s suggestion that 
they use herbs to treat Cliff?

•  Why does Dr Wirth wash his 
hands?

•  How does Olive feel when 
Ephraim makes her stay 
behind?

•  Why does Olive send a tele-
gram rather than a postcard?

•  What is Dr Wirth referring to 
when he says ‘kindness repays 
kindness’?

•  Who is Mrs Arby? 

•  What impression do you get 
of Rachel Bradshaw?

Writing 
Opportunities

•  Write a secret blog post from 
Queenie to the other people 
helping, explaining all the 
events of this night.

•  Write from the perspective 
of Judith about being on the 
boat and the wave hitting. 
How scary was it? How did 
it feel to lose your suitcase? 
What emotions did you have?

•  Turn Olive’s telegram into a 
postcard.

•  Write a conversation between 
Cliff and Ephraim in the van 
to the hospital.

Cross Curricular 
Opportunities

•  Imagine you had to 
abandon your home forever. 
Write five things you would 
put in your suitcase, and 
explain why you have 
chosen these things.

•  Research the appendix. 
Come to a conclusion 
about whether you need it.



Chapter

Where Skill And Courage 
Count

May You Never Know What 
It Means To Be A Refugee

Comprehension 
Questions

•  How did Rachel feel about 
Sukie getting involved in her 
business?

•  When Olive reflects, what 
things make it obvious that 
her mother was always doing 
undercover work?

•  What does Rachel think and 
feel about Olive’s postcards?

•  How does Olive feel about 
her mum?

•  Where is Sukie?

•  Why is Esther going to school 
early?

•  What impressions do you 
get of Mr Barrowman in this 
chapter?

•  Why is Esther cross?

•  Why couldn’t Esther and her 
brother stop laughing?

•  How did Esther’s story make 
you feel?

•  How has Esther’s character 
changed?

•  How has Esther and Olive’s 
relationship changed?

•  Why does Esther want all the 
coats?

•  How do the pupils react to 
Esther’s story?

•  Why does the coat Olive 
works on smell like the sea?

•  Why won’t Esther let the 
children throw the stars away?

•  Why was it easier to return 
the coats?

•  Show evidence that the 
villagers’ perspectives of the 
refugees are changing.

Writing 
Opportunities

•  Write a balanced argument 
about whether you think Ra-
chel was right to keep secrets 
from Olive.

•  Write a letter to the children 
of Budmouth Point, trying to 
convince them that we really 
should help the refugees.

•  Write a transcript of Esther’s 
speech to the class.

•  Write a diary entry about the 
tea party, from the perspective 
of one of the refugees.

Cross Curricular 
Opportunities

•  Make a Keynote 
presentation or 
Google Website about 
Kristallnacht, choosing 
5-10 key facts. Make 
sure you don’t just copy 
and paste them from the 
internet.

•  P4C question – would you 
keep your star? Explain 
why?

•  Design the invitation to the 
tea party.



Chapter

Each Little Error Gives Your 
Enemy More Time

V For Victory

United We Are Stronger

Comprehension 
Questions

•  Why is Olive surprised when 
she finds Queenie?

•  Why are all of Queenie’s 
clocks stopped at the same 
time?

•  Why is Olive enjoying being at 
the party so much?

•  Olive says ‘I just hoped he 
wouldn’t burst his stitches’. 
How does she imagine he 
might do this?

•  Who is the victor of the eating 
contest?

•  Why have the police come for 
Ephraim?

•  How did you feel when all the 
villagers said they should be 
arrested?

•  How does Mr Spratt react?

•  What impression do you get 
of Mr Spratt?

•  How does Olive feel about 
Sukie still not being home?

•  How many of the refugees 
have left Budmouth Point? 
How do you know?

•  At what point did you know 
Sukie had returned?

•  How did Sukie get back to 
England?

•  Why is Sukie wearing boys 
clothes and has cut her hair?

•  How did Sukie’s father die.

•  Is Sukie’s father’s incident 
similar to any other you can 
recall from the book? How 
was he treated differently?

•  How did Monsieur Bonet 
identify Sukie?

•  Why might he not wanted the 
Nazis to take his body?

•  What might the family have 
to look forward to when the 
war ends? 

•  What impression do you get 
of Monsieur Bonet?

•  What do you think a ‘break-
fast fit for soldiers’ means?

•  Does Queenie get into 
trouble?

•  Why doesn’t Esther go with 
her father?

Writing 
Opportunities

•  Write the police report that 
leads to the police coming to 
arrest Ephraim.

•  Write the arrest scene again, 
but from the perspective of a 
policeman. It is up to you to 
interpret how your policeman 
feels during the scene. For 
example, if they find it funny, 
annoying etc.

•  Write a diary entry about 
Sukie’s return, from the per-
spective of Olive.

•  Write a recount of rowing in 
the middle of the ocean, from 
the perspective of Sukie. End 
it with being discovered by the 
mechanical fishing boat. What 
range of emotions would have 
been felt?

•  Go back to the chapter ‘Hitler 
Will Send No Warning’. 
Write about the father’s crash 
in the same way, from the 
perspective of the French 
onlooker Monsieur Bonet.

•  Write a summary of the story. 
Try to keep it to one side of 
A4.

Cross Curricular 
Opportunities

•  Use drama to recreate the 
arrest scene. You might have 
to play several different 
characters. Think about 
how to portray these dif-
ferently.

•  Research how long it would 
take to row from France 
to Dover. What would be 
the quickest route? What 
forms of transport would be 
quicker? What would you 
have to take into account 
when rowing? How far is it?

•  Has anyone ever done it? Is 
there a record time?

•  Make a book review project. 
You could incorporate 
computing (powerpoint, 
keynote, prezi), art 
(poster, sketches), D and 
T (models), history and 
geography. Present it back 
to the class.




