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‘Hilarious! Wonderfully warm illustrations.’ 
Sarah McIntyre

‘Silliness aplenty in this uproarious beginning 
to a potentially addictive new series.’  

Guardian

‘Every page is packed with laughs.’ 
Michelle Robinson

‘Super-funny young fiction.’ 
Bookseller



‘[A] super-funny and super-silly series 
from one of the most inspired partnerships in 

children’s comedy fiction.’  
Lancashire Post

‘Funny in all the right ways.’  
A Little But a Lot

‘Misunderstandings, slapstick and giant poo . . . 
what more could a young reader want?’  

Kirkus

‘Genius . . . super-readable  
as well as super-fun.’  

LoveReading4Kids

‘An amusing tale with lively illustrations.’  
Sunday Express

‘Hilarious . . . perfect for newly  
confident readers.’  

Mini Travellers

‘Readers will love it as it is full of daring 
and bravery, and much backfiring of  

ridiculous schemes.’ 
School Librarian

‘Full of laughs.’ 
Tom Fletcher

‘Children will undoubtedly love this . . .  
will have them giggling throughout.’  

The Bookbag

‘This book is hilarity bordering on  
genius in its execution.’  

Dapo Adeola

‘Perfect for fans of Pamela Butchart  
and Alex T. Smith.’  

Book Lover Jo

‘Fabulously silly and hilarious.’  
Stephanie Burgis

‘This book is just funny. A recommended read 
that . . . is sure to be a hit.’  

INIS Magazine

‘Side-splittingly witty.’  
Echo Live

‘Delightfully funny (and a bit rude!).’  
Irish Independent



SWAPNA HADDOW and SHEENA 
DEMPSEY are the creators of the award-

winning Dave Pigeon books, shortlisted 

for the Sainsbury’s Children’s Book 

Awards and winner of the North Somerset 

Teacher’s Book Award, the Surrey Libraries 

Children’s Book Award and the Fantastic 

Book Awards. Swapna lives in New Zealand 
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FABER has published children’s 
books since 1929. T. S. Eliot’s 
Old Possum’s Book of Practical 
Cats and Ted Hughes’ The Iron 
Man were amongst the first. Our 
catalogue at the time said that 
‘it is by reading such books that 
children learn the difference 
between the shoddy and the 
genuine’. We still believe in the 
power of reading to transform 
children’s lives. All our books 
are chosen with the express 
intention of growing a love of 
reading, a thirst for knowledge 
and to cultivate empathy. We 
pride ourselves on responsible 
editing. Last but not least, we 
believe in kind and inclusive 
books in which all children feel 
represented and important.
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For Finn,  

with love and whopper panda hugs  

S. H.

For my Aunt Joanie  

S. D.
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1
The ‘Fling a Mouldy Banana the 

Furthest’ Contest

It was the moment a mouldy banana exploded 

on the wall next to her that Lin the panda felt 

right at home at the zoo. The pandas and the 

lions were playing the ‘Fling a Mouldy Banana 
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‘And we’re ready.’ Lin beamed 

at Fu.

‘We’re a good team, aren’t we?’ Fu said, his 

mouth full of the banana he’d licked off his paw.

‘We’re a GREAT team,’ Lin said back.

Lin couldn’t help but grin at her best 

friend Fu as they teamed up to launch mouldy 

bananas through a catapult they had fashioned 

from broken bamboo and a sparkly gift-shop  

skipping rope.

the Furthest’ game against the penguins and  

the tigers.

‘Peel,’ Lin ordered.

‘Peeling,’ Fu replied, and squeezed the 

banana so hard, the fruit shot straight out of  

its skin into his paw.

‘Load,’ Lin ordered.

‘Loading,’ Fu replied, 

dropping the fruit 

into the arm of  

the catapult.
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and noise of eighty-three pandas whacking 

great long stems of bamboo over their heads 

and rolling around in the dust, while they sang 

songs that went a bit like this:

(Sing along if you know this popular panda 

song.)

‘OOOOoooo ooOOOOOOOOAAAARRRrr 

rrrrrgggggggG GGG GGGggggggG 

GGGGGhhhh hhhhhhhhhhAAAAAA AAArr 

rrrrrrrrrrrrrr rrrrrGGGGGGGUUUUUU 

A few weeks ago, when she first arrived, 

Lin would’ve done anything to get herself on a 

plane back to her panda sanctuary in China. 

She’d longed to be surrounded by her family, her 

friends and her beloved brother, Face-Like-A-

Bag-Of-Potatoes. She’d ached to hear the clatter 
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GGGGGhhhhhhhhhhhEEEE EEEEEeeeeeeeeeee.

‘OOOOOOOOOOooooooooooo 

OOOOOohhhhhhhhhhhhhhh 

RRRRRRRRRRRRrararararararaarararaaaaaa

AAAAAAAARRRRRRRRRRRRRRRWwwwwwwwr

RRRRRRRRRRRRgggggggggHHHHHHHH.

‘O O O O oooooo OOOOOOOO AAAA 

RRR rrrrrrr ggggggg GGGGGGG gggggg 

GGGGGG hhhhhhhhhhhhhh AAAAAAAAA 

UuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuEEEEE 

EERrrr rrrrrrrrgggg 

ggggggghhhhhhhhhhHH 

HH HHHH HOOOOO 

OOOOOO hhhhhhhhh hhhhhhhGGGGG 

GGRrrrrrrr rrrrEEEEE EEE EERRrrrrrrrrrrrGG 

GGGGGGGGGGGOOOOOO OOOOOOOOR 

RrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrHHHHH HHHHHHAAAAAAA 

AAAaa aaa aaaaaaaHHHH HHHHHHHHuuu 

uuuuuuuu UUUUUUUuu uuuEEEEEEEErr 

rrrrrrrrRRRRRRrrrrrrGGGG 
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OOOOO ohhhhhhhhhhhhhhh RRRRRRRRRRRR 

rara rara rara raar ara raaaaaa AAAAAAAA 

RRRRRRRRRRRRRRR Wwwwwwww 

rRRRRRRRRRRRR ggggggggg HHHHHHHH.

‘OOOOooooooOOOOOOOOAAAARRRrrrrrrr 

gggggggGGGGGGGggggggGGGGGG 

hhhhhhhhhhhhhhAAAAAAAAA 

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr GGGGGGG UUUUUUU 

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuu EEEEEEE RRR rrrrrrrrrrr 

ggggggggggg hhhhhhhhhh HHHHHHHHH 

OOOOOOOOOOO hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhh GGGGGGG 

Rrrrrrrrrrrr EEEEEEEEEE RRrrrrrrrrrrr 

GGGGGGGGGGGGG OOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

RRrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr HHHHHHHHHHH AAAAAAAAAA 

aaaaaaaaaaaa HHHHHHHHHHHH uuuuuuuuuuu 

UUUUUUU uuuuu EEEEEEEE rrrrrrrrrr RRRRRR 

rrrrrr GGGGGGGGG hhhhhhhhhhh EEEEEEEEE 

eeeeeeeeeee OOOOOOOOOO ooooooooooo 
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hhhhhhhhhhhEEEEEEEEEeeeeeeeeeee 

OOOOOOOOOOoooooooooooOOOOO 

ohhhhhhhhhhhhhhhRRRRRRRRRRRR 

rararararararaarararaaaaaaAAAAAAAA 

RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRWwwwwwwwr 

RRRRRRRRRRRRgggggggggHHHHHHHH.’

Now a group of human zoo visitors watched 

aghast from the monkey enclosure as Lin and 

Fu topped up their bamboo catapult with more 

bananas. Next to them, a large lion filled a water 

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrGGGGGGG 

UUUUUUUuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuEEEEEEER 

rrrrrrrrrrrggggggggggghhhhhhhhhh 

HHHHHHHHHOOOOOOOOOOO 

hhhhhhhhhhhhhhhhGGGGGGG 

RrrrrrrrrrrrEEEEEEEEEERRrrrrrrrrrrr 

GGGGGGGGGGGGGOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

RRrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrHHHHHHHHHHH 

AAAAAAAAAAaaaaaaaaaaaaHHHHHHHHHHHH 

uuuuuuuuuuuUUUUUUUuuuuuEEEEEEEE 

rrrrrrrrrrRRRRRRrrrrrrGGGGGGGGG 



‘YOU MAY RELEASE YOUR BANANAS,’ a 

baboon roared.

Bananas blasted through the air as cameras 

clicked from within the animal enclosures.

gun with bananas so old they were just a peel 

away from being a smoothie. And next to the 

lion were a couple of tigers taking a long run-up, 

ready to hurl penguins stuffed full of bananas.




